
January 2011 

Dear Parents/Carers

I am writing to tell you about an important change of date and give you some information about concerns I have  
regarding use of the internet.

The next Staff Inset Day will now be held on Tuesday 8th March and not Friday 11th February as previously advised. 
I do apologise for any inconvenience caused by this change of date.

I am sure like me you are concerned with some of the developments that are taking place over the change in internet 
usage.  In school we have had considerable difficulties with some students contact over the internet, particularly  
Facebook, Blackberry Messenger and similar messenger type contact.  Some students have been writing extremely 
offensive comments on social  networking sites which have impacted in school.   Some students are using their  
phones to take photos in and out of school (some even taken in the changing rooms) and then uploading them onto  
the internet.  

There is no access to Facebook or any other site through the school computer network, therefore the contact is  
made outside of school at home or on phones at school.  Phones should be turned off in school; not just to silent,  
when we find someone using their phone we do confiscate it.  However clearly it is impossible to check every girl all  
the time.  I have made it very clear in assemblies and tutors and heads of section have repeated the message that 
anything that has an impact in school will be dealt with severely – I have had to exclude a number of girls recently.  
The police have come in to school to talk about cyber bullying and the police have been brought in for cases that  
have involved our students.

I realise that the majority of students use the internet wisely but it is an area that is new for us and I am concerned  
about the impact this is having on some students’ learning.    I  also worry that it  is  making them vulnerable to  
inappropriate relationships.  I know that these issues have caused distress to a number of our families.  Dealing with  
the effects of the use of the internet is also taking up a huge amount of staff time which takes them away from their  
proper work.  

 I have attached a sheet of guidance from the Department of Education; please go through it carefully with your  
daughter/ward.  I know by working together we can help support the responsible use of the internet.

Finally could I ask you to check that your daughter/ward’s skirt is long enough please?  We have had complaints 
from members of the public that some girls are wearing their skirts very short – many of the students roll up their 
skirts on the way home.  It gives a very poor public image and could make our students vulnerable.  The diary states: 
“the skirt should be worn at an appropriate knee length.”

It is important that we know you have had the information in this letter so please complete and return the slip below 
to your daughter/ward’s form tutor.

Yours sincerely

Ms S C Roberts
Headteacher

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Daughter/ward’s name ……………………………………………….. Form: ……………………………..

I confirm that I have read Ms Roberts’ letter regarding the change of Inset Day and social networking.

Signature of parent/guardian: …………………………………………….. Date: ………………………………



Key advice to children and young 
people on cyberbullying

Extract taken from ‘Cyberbullying - Safe to learn: Embedding anti-bullying work in schools’. Published by the Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2007.


